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What 17 years of hacking Samba can do to a sane programmer



Exploring the SMB protocol



Microsoft?




Timeline of the EU anti-trust case
against Microsoft

(plus a few anecdotes to keep it interesting)



The Letter
(September 1998)

... the complete information required to allow Sun [...] to
provide native support for the complete set of Active
Directory technologies on Solaris".

Letter from Richard Green to Paul Maritz



The Complaint
(December 1998)

... 'the Commission order Microsoft to disclose and make
available for use sufficient interface information to
provide equality of attachment from the server
environment to the Microsoft desktop (irrespective of
whether the desktop is already part of a network which
includes Microsoft server products)"....

Sun complaint to European Commission



The Investigation
(1999 to 2004)

....demand was no more reasonable than a demand by
Ford that DaimlerChrysler provide it with the

blueprints for the newest engine created for use in
Mercedes-Benz automobiles so Ford could copy that
engine for use in its automobiles"

Microsoft submission October 2003



The Decision
(March 2004)

“Microsoft should be ordered to disclose complete and
accurate specifications for the protocols used by
Windows work group servers in order to provide file, print
and group and user administration services to Windows
work group networks.”

EC Decision (page 278)



The Appeal
(June 2004)

... The Commissions decision undermines the innovative
efforts of successful companies, imposing significant new
obligations on successful companies to license their
proprietary technology to competitors, and restrict
companies ability to add innovative improvements to their

products....”

Microsoft press release, June 2004



Settlements
(2003-2007)

“We are pleased that we have been able to
resolve a portion of our pending legal issues with
Microsoft,”

Joseph A. LaSala, Jr., Novell

“Iotal Value of Settlements : 3600.7 million”

ECIS settlement table 2007



The CFI Hearing
(April 2007)




The Judgement
(September 2007)

“‘the Court rejects Microsoft's argument ...”

Announcement of CFl judgement



The WSPP Agreement
(December 2007)

“lToday the Protocol Freedom Information Foundation
(PFIF), a non-profit organization created by the Software

Freedom Law Center, signed an agreement with
Microsoft to receive the protocol documentation needed

to fully interoperate with the Microsoft Windows
workgroup server products”

PFIF Announcement by Samba Team



Public Release
(February 2008)

“These steps represent an important step and
significant change in how we share information
about our products and technologies,’...

Steve Ballmer, Microsoft
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ADTS
AIPS
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BKRP
BKUP
BPAU
BPCR
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MCPP/WSPP Protocols
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OXCFOLD
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OXCICAL

OXCMAIL
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OXCNOTIF
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OXCPRPT
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OXCSPAM
OXCSTOR
OXCSYNC
OXCTABL
OXDISCO
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OXGLOS
OXIMAP4
OXLDAP
OXMSG
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OXPROTO
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OXRTFCP
OXRTFEX
OXSHARE
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TSGU
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UNMP
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WMSP
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WSP
WSRM
WSSFO
WSSO
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XJRNL
XLOGIN
XWDVSEC



Working with Microsoft
(September 2008)

“We were very surprised by the extraordinary
degree of effort that Microsoft put into this single
vendor plug fest”

Andrew Bartlett, AD plugfest trip report



Patents

“Microsoft further warrants that it will not assert
any patent claims other than Subject Patent
Claims against Licensee or any third party for
developing, making, using or Distributing any
Implementation.”

PFIF/ WSPP Agreement 6.2(b)



Interesting Side Effects

What happens when the worlds best funded
software company learns to write test suites and
documentation?



A Huge Opportunity

 We have 5 years (or more?)

- Guaranteed documentation of Microsoft protocols
- Well defined patent boundaries
- Good support from Microsoft engineers

 What can you do?

— Grab this opportunity!

- Start a project to implement a new protocol
- Get involved in an existing project

— Write a test suite



An Important Lesson

The FOSS community has played an important role in
one of the biggest lawsuits in history — and won.

We don't need to fear the lawyers any more, as long as
we aren't in a hurry!



Special thanks to ...

Carlo Piana
Eben Moglen
FSF-EU

SFLC
plus many, many others



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22

